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Day 1 Tuesday, 09 September 2025

Introduction and current state-of-the-art
Chair: Daniela Maria Cirillo (IT)

09:00-09:30 Introduction, objectives and course format
Welcome to Lithuania
Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR), Ruta Mereskeviciene (LT)

Introduction to the COST Action CA21164 “Towards an improvement in diagnostics
and treatment strategies for TB control” (ADVANCE-TB).
Tania Martins da Silva (PT)

09:30-10:00 Management of drug-resistant tuberculosis: overview of recent evidence and new
WHO recommendations
Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR), Liga Kuksa (LV)

10:00-10:30 Existing diagnostic tools for drug-resistant tuberculosis and gaps to be filled
Daniela Maria Cirillo (IT)

10:30-11:00 Coffee break

Use of NGS for drug-resistant tuberculosis management
Chair: Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR)

11:00-11:45 Overview of the existing technologies and platforms to implement WGS and
tNGS
Andrea Maurizio Cabibbe (IT)

11:45-12:30 Interpreting NGS data for drug-resistant tuberculosis diagnosis and surveillance
Paolo Miotto (IT)

12:30-13:00 Questions and answers

13:00-14:00 Lunch

Discussion of Clinical cases: Extrapulmonary and drug-resistant TB, parallel sessions
Chairs and case presenters: Liga Kuksa (LV), Daniela Maria Cirillo (IT), Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR), Andrea
Maurizio Cabibbe (IT), Ruta Mereskeviciene (LT), Daria Podlekareva (DK)

14:00-14:10 Group establishment: 2 groups rotating
Facilitators in the room

14:10-15:40 3 cases EPTB room 1 - group 1
3 cases MDR room 2 - group 2

15:40-16:10 Break

16:10-17:40 3 cases EPTB room 1 - group 2
3 cases MDRroom 2 - group 1
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Day 2 Wednesday, 10 September 2025

Needs and challenges of tNGS implementation in high-burden MDR settings
Chair: Andrea Maurizio Cabibbe (IT), Tania Martins da Silva (PT)

09:15-09:45 When tNGS versus WGS: the clinician's point of view
Daria Podlekareva (DK)

09:45-10.15 When tNGS versus WGS: the microbiological point of view (2)
Laima Vasiliauskaite (LT)

10:15-10:30 Roundtable Discussion
Daniela Cirillo (IT)

10:30-11:00 Coffee break

Challenges and needs for WGS implementations
Chair: Daniela Maria Cirillo (IT), Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR)

11:00-11:45 Roundtable: Challenges and Needs
All speakers

11:45-13.15 Clinical cases presented by participants for general discussion

13:15-14:45 Lunch + Group photo

14:45-15:15 Clinical cases presented by participants for general discussion

15:15-15:45 Coffee break

15:45-18:00 Laboratory Visit and MDR clinic: 2 groups
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Day 3 Thursday, 11 September 2025

Focus on Non-tubercular mycobacteria
Chair: Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR)

09:00-09.40 NTMs: microbiology and WGS role in the diagnosis
Troels Lillebaek (DK)

09:40-10:40 NMT Clinical Management
Mateja Jankovic (HR)

10:40-11:00 Discussion: What is the role of WGS in NTM management? Is there a need for tNGS
and a catalogue?
All faculty

11:00-11:30 Coffee break

Discussion of Clinical Cases: Pulmonary Treat or Not Treat Parallel Sessions
Chairs and case presenters facilitated by Liga Kuksa (LV), Daniela Cirillo (IT), Lorenzo Guglielmetti (FR), Mateja
Jankovic (HR), Ruta Mereskeviciene (LT)

11:30-13:00 3 cases TREAT room 1 - Group 1
3 cases NO TRAT room 2 - Group 2

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00-16:00 Clinical cases presented by participants and discussed by participants and faculty

16:00-16:15 End of the course
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